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Saskatchewan Trade and Export Partnership (STEP) 
Slate of Nominees - STEP Board of Directors 

September 26, 2017 
The following Members have put their names forth as Nominees for STEP’s Board of Directors: 
 
 
Ms. Lisa Aitken 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
 
Summary of Interest Level – Qualifications and Background 

“I am very interested in the opportunity to join the STEP board.  I was raised on a farm in 
rural Saskatchewan and Saskatchewan has always been my home.  I would welcome the 
opportunity to participate in STEP using the skills and experience I have gained over the years 
for the benefit of championing the province's export industry.  Ultimately, I would like  
Saskatchewan businesses to thrive and continue to make this province a great place to live 
and work.   
 
I completed a business degree (B.Comm) with a major in marketing in 1995 and then later 
completed a master of business administration (MBA) in 2000 both from the U of S.  In early 
2017, I completed the director education program through the Institute of Corporate 
Directors and Rotman School of Management and received a designation (ICD.D) in board 
governance.  Over the years, I have also completed many courses in leadership, lean, transfer 
pricing etc. which has provided me with broad exposure to contemporary business issues.   
 
I have over 20 years of experience in managing sales, marketing, strategy and business 
planning.  My most recent experience is in the mining sector (12 years at Cameco in total) 
and pharmaceuticals (10 years at AstraZeneca).  In my current role, I have responsibility for 
managing sales in Canada for Cameco's fuel products (uranium, conversion and fabrication 
services) - a portfolio that is in excess of several hundred million annually.  In addition, I am 
responsible for international sales of reactor components from our manufacturing facility in 
Ontario.  In my career, I have traveled extensively and successfully negotiated agreements in 
multiple countries. Some of the countries that I have direct experience include Russia, 
Kazakhstan, Asia (China, Korea), the US, and several European countries. I have an 
understanding of best practices in business when negotiating with international entities as 
well as experience with local customs and culture.   
 
I would value an opportunity to be part of the STEP board and appreciate consideration of 
my application.” 
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Mr. Craig Bailey 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
 
Contribution to the STEP Board of Directors 

“I am honoured to be nominated to serve on the STEP Board for another 3 year term.  I 
joined the STEP Board in 2011, and served on the Human Resources Committee, and then as 
Chair of the Governance Committee. This past term I served as Vice Chair, and again as Chair 
of the Governance Committee.  
 
I moved to the Province of Saskatchewan in 2003 from Ontario, joining the Yanke Group of 
Companies. From the moment I arrived I was impressed by two things, work ethic and the 
entrepreneurship of individuals. In 2013 I started Transport Services and Logistics a small 
transportation company dedicated to working with our SME’s throughout Saskatchewan, 
assisting them to expand and grow their service and product offerings beyond the borders of 
this province.  
 
I have spent my entire working life in the transportation and logistics sector, and today, 
maybe more than ever, it is critical for organizations to develop strong supply chains and 
networks to get their products to market. STEP plays a fundamental role in creating the 
global network connection, and education the membership requires to succeed.  
 
I would welcome another opportunity to be re-elected for my third term and share my skills 
and experiences as a STEP Board Director. “ 
  

 
 
 
Mr. Kevin Dow, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
 
Contribution to the STEP Board of Directors 

“It is a great honor to again be nominated to continue to serve the members on our STEP 
board.  I joined the board in 2010 and have participated on or chaired each of the 
committees that govern board activities.  Over the past year I have participated on the HR 
committee and also served as Vice-Chair. 
 
Over my business career, I have celebrated the opportunity to travel in many countries to 
develop export relationships with customers and distribution partners.  On many occasions I 
have participated in export trade missions and have also benefited from incoming trade 
missions organized by STEP staff.  I believe, quite passionately, that the collective efforts of 
the STEP organization delivers tremendous value to its members as well as to the economic 
benefit of the entire province.   
 
I feel privileged to have contributed to the STEP board over the past 7 years and I am eager 
to engage in one more term with our dedicated board. ” 
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Ms. Kari Howlett 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
 
Summary of Interest Level - Qualifications and Background - STEP Board of Directors 

“North Rim Exploration, where I am President and Board Chair, has been a member of STEP 
for several years.  We have frequently made use of the services of STEP for gaining 
international business leads, evaluating new markets, and, recently, participating in a trade 
mission to SE Asia.  STEP's assistance has provided an additional $700,000 in revenue to 
North Rim, and has informed strategy development as we explore new markets and regions 
to conduct business.   
 
I have a personal interest in international and inter-provincial business development for 
Saskatchewan.  Born and raised on a farm in Saskatchewan, I have spent nearly my entire 
career in Saskatchewan working in the financial services sector, and mining and energy 
sectors.  I believe in the intelligence and work ethic of Saskatchewan people to provide what 
the world needs.  The latter part of my career has been providing consulting services to small 
businesses in all industries and, especially, in the mining and energy sector.    
 
I have over 15 years of board experience in the non-profit and for-profit sectors.  I am 
currently serving on the boards of North Rim Exploration (as Board Chair) and SaskPower (as 
Chair of the Environment, Health, and Safety).  I have earned the Chartered Director 
designation and have extensive finance training, having earned the Chartered Financial 
Analyst designation.   
 
STEP's Corporate Values mirror my own.  Our team at North Rim provides geological, 
engineering, and financial expertise to clients around the globe.  Our aim is to help our 
clients develop scientifically and financially sound projects that provide long-term value to all 
of the stakeholders of these projects.  We do this by collaborating with experts to ensure our 
clients receive the very best advice and execution plans possible.  Our clients' success is our 
success. ” 

 
 
 
 
Mr. Ryan Lejbak 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
 
Contribution to the STEP Board of Directors 

“Ryan Lejbak is CEO and Co-Founder of zu, a Saskatoon-based digital services company which 
got its start in 1995. Ryan can’t separate personal from professional. And that’s a good thing, 
because it means his work is his passion and his passion is his work. That’s a major reason 
why zu excels at creating things for emerging media platforms. Ryan inserted his passion for 
interactive communications into the company’s DNA, cultivating an environment where 
people embrace the new, redefine the old and challenge the status quo. These ideals are 
evident in zu’s work with Tim Hortons, Intel, FedEx, Cold Stone Creamery, City of Saskatoon, 
DirectWest, Cameco, PotashCorp, Saskatchewan Blue Cross and many others. 
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Ryan takes his passion for digital home, volunteering his free time as a founding member of 
the Canadian Interactive Alliance, Saskatchewan Interactive, TEDx Saskatoon, BarCamp 
Saskatoon, MoSo Conference and other organizations focused on new ideas and innovation 
in today’s world. He also volunteers his time with the Cultural Human Resource Council and 
the University of Saskatchewan Huskies Football Team. 
 
Ryan now serves on the Board of the Saskatchewan Trade and Export Partnership (STEP) and 
the Children’s Discovery Museum in Saskatoon. 
 
Ryan was elected to the STEP Board four years ago and is running for re-election. Ryan has 
become STEP’s technology go-to guy. He sat on the Finance Committee for two years and has 
been on the governance committee for the past two years, including a year as Chair. 
 
Ryan is seeking re-election because he believes that STEP is well positioned to assist small 
and medium-sized businesses in the expansion of their exports during these challenging 
economic times. His experience on the Board will help provided a balanced approach for 
STEP in the coming years.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 


