
 

 

  

STEP – Agriculture Team 

Pulse Trade Mission to Bangladesh and India 
 

February 8 – 14, 2020 
 

Dhaka and Mumbai 
 

TRIP REPORT 



 
 

 
2 

Overview/Mission Description 

Bangladesh has come up in a big way as a substitute market for products left idle by both China 
and India. It has significantly increased imports of key agri-food products from Saskachewan. 
India is still a controlled market, it opened up a bit late last year and then went back to a no-
import mode again. Given that both Bangladesh and India would continue to need products, 
Saskatchewan Trade & Export Partnership (STEP) decided to conduct this mission in February 
2020. We partnered with the Trade Commissioner Services in Dhaka and in Mumbai to help us 
identify and short list the companies that we would meet during the trade mission. TCS helped 
us organize the B2B meetings. A lot of interest was shown from the Bangladeshi buyers, many 
of which are bulk vessel buyers. The main element of our programming in India was to attend 
the Indian Pulses and Grains Association organized Pulse conference. India was a bit slow, not 
a lot of international buyers attended this year’s conference. Even the local buyers present at 
the conference was down by almost 50% from that of 2018. This mission started with a trip to 
Dhaka, Bangladesh on February 8, and then to Mumbai, India on February 12. In Dhaka, plant 
visit, B2B meetings and networking event was organized as part of the mission. In Mumbai, a 
roundtable with Indian buyers, attending the conference and networking event were the main 
elements of the program.  

The B2B meetings were primarily targeted for pulses, canary seed and commodity importers. 
The primary objective of the mission was pulses and the commodity supply opportunity to these 
markets. Given the opportunity and interest we plan to go to these markets in alternate years. 

Summarized Agenda 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 Saskatchewan to Dhaka, Bangladesh 

 Members travel from Saskatchewan to Bangladesh 

Sunday, February 9, 2020 Dhaka, Bangladesh 

23:00 Arrive in Dhaka, Bangladesh.  

 

Check-in to hotel The Westin, Dhaka 

Monday, February 10, 2020 Dhaka, Bangladesh 

08:45–11:15 Travel to the Bashundhara Group (plant) (transport provided) 

11:15–12:15 Plant Visit – Bashundhara Flour and dal mill 

12:15–13:00 Quick Lunch (Lunch at the facility) 
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13:00–15:00 Travel to City Group  

15:00–16:30 Plant Visit – City Group  Flour and dal mill 

16:30–18:30 Travel back to hotel (transport provided) 

18:30 Networking Dinner/reception Intercontinental hosted by the Ministry of Agriculture 

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 Dhaka, Bangladesh 

08:00–09:30 Networking Breakfast with the Hon. David Marit, Minister of Agriculture, Province of 
Saskatchewan, Silver Room (Second Floor) Westin Hotel 

09:30–10:00 Break 

10:00–10:10 B2Bs Registrations 

10:10–10:15 Welcome remarks by the High Commissioner of Canada, H.E. Mr. Benoit Préfontaine 

10:15–13:00 B2Bs with companies in Dhaka  Meeting Room: Silver Room (Second Floor) 

13:00–14:30 Lunch 

14:30–16:00 Free time 

16:00–18:00 B2B  with Chittagong based importers 

18:00–18:30 Free time – get ready for the networking luncheon 

18:30 Meet at the hotel lobby to go for networking luncheon 

18:45 Depart hotel for networking luncheon (transport provided) 

19:00 Networking Reception hosted by High 
Commissioner of Canada (transport 
provided) 

Venue: Official Residence 
High Commission of Canada 
Dress Code: Business Casual 

Wednesday, February 12, 2020 Dhaka, Bangladesh–Mumbai, India 
08:00–09:00 Breakfast 

09:00–09:30 Checkout from hotel 

09:35–09:45 Meet at the hotel lobby 

9:45 Depart from Westin hotel to airport (transport provided) 

13:20–16:15 Travel from Dhaka to Mumbai (airport pick-up provided) 
SpiceJet Flight SG 64 Dhaka to Mumbai 

17:00–20:00 Travel from Mumbai to Aamby Valley (transport provided) 
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20:00 Check-in Aamby Valley Resort 

20:00 Welcome Networking Dinner hosted by The Pulse Conclave at the East Deck 

Thursday, February 13, 2020 Lonavala, India 

07:30–10:15 Networking breakfast and B2B meetings 

10:25–10:45 Dr. Bijaya Behera, Economic Advisor - Ministry of Food Processing Industries 

10:50–11:10 Ms. Cindy Brown, President - Global Pulses Confederation 

11:15–11:35 Ms. Poonam Mahajan - Member of Parliament ** 

11:40–12:00 Hon. David Marit, Hon'ble Minister of Agriculture, Govt. of Saskatchewan, Canada 

12:05–12:30 Keynote Address by Chief Guest Shri Raosaheb Patil Danve, Hon’ble Minister of State for 
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Govt. of India 

12:40–12:55 Vote of Thanks by Mr. Sunil Sawla, Secretary - India Pulses and Grains Association 

13:00–14:00 Lunch Break 

14:00–14:30 Overview of Indian Pulses Sector 
Mr. Saurabh Bhartia - Glencore Agriculture 

14:35–17:45 Various presentations 

19:30 Dinner Gala & Entertainment hosted by The Pulse Conclave at the Auditorium 

Friday, February 14, 2020 Lonavala, India 

08:30–09:30 Breakfast at Resort 

09:30–10:00  Check out from hotel & go to the auditorium for the Business Sessions 

10:00–13:30 Product Innovation in Pulses: Spotlight on Alternative Proteins 
Good Food Institute 

11:05–11:35 Pulses Processing - A Sea of Opportunities 
Ms. Ashish Kasad - Ernst & Young 

11:40–12:00 Nutrition Value Extraction for Consumer Benefit 
Mr. Huseyin Arslan - AGT Foods & Ingredients 

12:00–12:15 Tea Break 

12:15–12:35 Origin Presentation: Australia 
Mr. Sanjiv Dubey - Graintrend Pty. Ltd. 

12:40–13:00 Origin Presentation: East Africa 
Mr. Dharmendra Rao Pothuri - International Trade Centre 

13:05–13:25 Origin Presentation: USA 
Mr. Jeff Van Pevenage - Columbia Grain Inc. 

13:30–14:15 Lunch  
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14:15–14:55 Pulses Retail Packing and Branding - Challenges and Opportunities (Panel Discussion 
Moderated by Mr Parag Gadre of ETG Group) 
Panelist: Mr. Udit Jain (Rajdhani Group), Mr. Dilip Mohanty (Reliance Retail), Mr. Akhil 
Goyal (Capital Foods), Mr. Manish Mimani (Ganesh Grains)  and Dr. S K Khurana (Scientific 
Panel Coordinator - FSSAI) 

15:00–15:20 Mumbai Port Trust Presentation 
Mr. Gautam Dey, Sr. Dy. Traffic Manager - Mumbai Port Trust 

15:30–19:00 Travel to Mumbai Airport (transport provided)  

22:00 Flight from Mumbai back to Saskatchewan 
 

Market Information 

The Bangladesh economy sustained strong growth in the last five years. Identified as a lower-middle 
developing country by the World Bank, the number of middle to upper class consumers in Bangladesh 
are slowly growing and are now estimated at 30 million. Exports, private investment and private 
consumption, boosted by strong remittances supported demand growth. With agricultural production 
challenged by limited arable land, climate change, tropical cyclones, and a lower water table, 
Bangladesh imports agricultural products to meet its food security needs. Saskatchewan’s supply of 
commodities and special crops to Bangladesh have grown steadily in the recent years.  

 

Pulses are a major source of protein for a majority of Indians, particularly the vegetarian population, 
which accounts for about one third of the country’s total population. As India’s middle class continues to 
grow, so does its demand for pulses and other proteins. Pulses Conclave is the biennial event hosted by 
the India Pulses and Grains Association (IPGA). This is the fifth edition of the conclave in India. Other 
programs at the conclave include business sessions, an exhibition and networking events. STEP also 
organized exclusive B2B meetings for its members as part of the value-added programming. As one of 
the largest producers, importers and consumers of pulses, India is an important market in the world. 
Joining the mission to the Conclave was a great platform to help our members meet new and existing 
business partners in India and the rest of the world.   

Results 

A total of 6 STEP member companies joined the mission. Our mission was solely focused on special crops 
and provided our members a great introduction to the special crops commodity buyers. The visit to 
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several plants and meeting the processors, importers and distributors provided an insight of the industry 
and how things work in both of these countries. 

Quantitative Results 
Trade Leads: 20   
Deals Consummated): 10  
# of Companies Participating: 6  
 

Recommendations 

In general, the mission program went well. There were plant visits, market presentations and B2B 
meetings.  The buyers that we met were identified based on the commercial profile and their product 
focus specified by them in advance. The meetings were hosted in the hotel however we had additional 
meetings with some buyers and their staff when we went to visit plants.  

 

The buyers were welcoming and the meetings were cordial. Members reported they had some 
successful meetings and believe they have made some serious business leads and useful contacts. Both 
markets provide great potential for growth. Even though India is temporarily a closed market and 
everyone is hoping that India would open up and that would change the whole scenario of the pulse 
market. Out of the six members, three were new to the market and they were overwhelmed to the scale 
of operations of some of the buyers that we visited.  

I would therefore recommend that we continue to visit the market and keep up the momentum. 

 

STEP Contact for Further Information 

For further information, please contact: 
Mortoza Tarafder  
Director - Agri-Value 
Tel: 306-787-9687 
E-mail: mtarafder@sasktrade.sk.ca  

mailto:mtarafder@sasktrade.sk.ca
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Pictures 

 
 

Notice to Recipient: The attached information is provided by STEP on the express condition that the recipient of such 
information waives any and all claims of any nature whatsoever (including any claim based in negligence) that it may 
now or in the future have against STEP or its officers, directors, employees and agents resulting from or in any way 
connected with its use or reliance on such information. 
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