
March 10, 2020 

Breakfast Seminar – Exporting to the EU: Germany, Netherlands, Poland and Belgium/Luxembourg 

Global Affairs Canada – Trade Commissioner Service and the Saskatchewan Trade and Export 

Partnership are pleased to co-host a breakfast seminar on market opportunities in the EU, with a focus 

on Germany, Netherlands, Poland and Belgium/Luxembourg. Following the market presentations, 

attendees will have an opportunity to meet one-on-one with Senior Trade Commissioners to discuss 

market options relevant to their sector and company. Companies in all sectors are welcome.  

Companies will hear from: 

• Andreas R. Weichert, Minister Counsellor Commercial and Economic and Commercial Program 

Manager for Germany, Embassy of Canada in Berlin. 

• Francis Dorsemaine, Commercial Counsellor and Senior Trade Commissioner, Embassy of 

Canada in Poland. 

• Sameena Qureshi, Commercial Counsellor and Senior Trade Commissioner, Embassy of Canada 

in the Hague. 

• Michelle Gartland, Commercial Counsellor and Senior Trade Commissioner, Embassy of Canada 

to Belgium and Luxembourg. 

Belgium 

• Belgium is a small but dynamic market and Canada’s sixth largest trading partner in the EU. 

• Canadian companies have been increasingly choosing Belgium as a soft landing into Europe due 

to its central location, strong logistics infrastructure, trilingual workforce and access to key EU 

organizations (EU Commission, NATO).  

• Belgium makes for a good test market. The economy largely reflects the overall European 

economy that is easier to enter than larger neighbouring markets.  

• Belgium is among the top 10 exporting nations in the world, making them ideal partners to take 

you through Europe.  

 

Germany 

• Like Canada, Germany is a trading nation, with trade representing 86% of its GDP.  

• It is the largest economy in Europe, at over 4 trillion dollars. As of February 1 2020, Germany is 

Canada’s largest European Union trading partner, and 4th largest globally (after US, China and 

Mexico).  

• The German economy is manufacturing based, with key exports of vehicles and vehicle parts, 

machinery, chemical and pharmaceutical products, and computer/electronic equipment.  

• Canada and Germany have a Science and Technology Cooperation Agreement that dates back to 

1971, which has supported well over a thousand projects. 

The Netherlands  

• The Netherlands has a long history of international commerce, representing a gateway to 

Europe across the spectrum of trade, investment and technology exchange.  



• It is Canada’s fifth largest European trading partner and, in 2018, was the second largest 

geographic source of foreign direct investment in Canada.  

• It is centrally located, providing an entry point and access to millions of consumers via the Port 

of Rotterdam (largest in Europe) and Schiphol Airport (3rd largest European cargo airport).  

• The presence of major importers/exporters and distributors are key elements for foreign 

companies considering entering the European market. It is a key R&D and innovation partner for 

Canada and a test bed for new technologies.  

Poland 

• With a population of just over 38 million, Poland is both the sixth largest EU member state and 

the sixth largest economy in the EU.   

• This dynamic market located in the heart of Central Europe, has enjoyed sustainable consumer-

led economic growth, underpinned by major productivity gains and capital accumulation.  

•  Since joining the EU in 2004, Poland has rapidly integrated into the region’s supply chains, 

making it an ideal destination for Canadian companies interested in selling into a growing 

domestic market and entering the broader EU market.   

• Exporters will find a wide variety of opportunities in high growth sectors such as environmental 

and clean technologies, food products and agricultural machinery, ICT and digital technologies, 

and defence and security.   

If your company is looking to export to the EU, we encourage you to attend this breakfast seminar.  

Time and location: 
Registration & Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
Presentations and One-on-One Meetings: 9:00 a.m – 12:00 p.m 
 
Saskatoon Club 
417 21st Street East 
Saskatoon, SK 
 
For more information, please contact: 

Roy Hawat 

Director Agri Value  

rhawat@sasktrade.sk.ca 

306-371-1699 

 

mailto:rhawat@sasktrade.sk.ca

